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Vysočina Regional Authority  - IT projects with European impact, 2003

Well placed in the center of the Czech Republic, the predominantly rural Vysočina Region sprawls along the Czech – Moravian Highlands, from which it takes its name (Vysočina means „highland“ in Czech). The Vysočina Region, one of the fourteen regions of the Czech Republic, has been known historically as a land of very poor and very tough people. The region gained this reputation thanks to its picturesque but rough countryside, which tested the capabilities and inventiveness of the people in fighting their destiny. 

The Vysočina Region is a part of the EU microregion NUTS 2 Southeast, and two of its districts – Jihlava and Třebíč – are part of the Euroregion Pomoraví.

The Vysočina Region covers an area of 6 924,8 square kilometers, accounting for 8,78 % of the territory of the whole Czech Republic, which makes it the country’s fifth largest region. The region’s population is about 522 000 habitants. 

The main centre of business, cultural and social life in the Vysočina region is Jihlava. Thanks to its location, Jihlava acts as a gateway to the region. The other important centers of the region include the towns Havlíčkův Brod, Třebíč, Pelhřimov and Žďár nad Sázavou. 

The Vysočina Region has the well-deserved reputation of being one of the cleanest and most picturesque parts of the Czech Republic. The Vysočina Region is characterized by small villages, which are scattered all over the rolling countryside. Even the important urban centers in Vysočina are miles away from the overcrowded agglomerations like Prague in terms of their cleanness and quiet lifestyle. The Vysočina Region offers a lot of cultural, sport and social activities. Vysočina boasts a number of cultural sights, some of which are in the UNESCO list of the world cultural heritage. 

Regional Authority IT Department

IT department of Vysočina regional authority consists of four divisions – Network Administration Div. (4 pers.), Databases and Applications Div (3 pers.), GIS Administration (2 pers.) and Conceptual Div (1 pers.). Main objectives of  IT department are administration of network and Vysočina regional authority internal and external information systems, development of internal and regional geographical information system and building and supporting ideas of e-society and e-government in regional context all based on Regional IT Policy.

Vysočina Region - Selected Parts of Regional IT Policy

Health Services

· Starting the basic data collection systems for monitoring and analysis of regional health and social trends. According to these basic data collection systems and according to the advanced health documentation systems there will be started a deeper knowledge analysis (statistics and data mining).  

· Development of IT support for emergency systems – rescue actions navigation (real-time GIS data in combination with GPS), integrated emergency call system (callcenters, back-office applications, GIS integration)

Social Basic Services

· Basic IT infrastructure development in combination with public sector IS integration. 

· Improvement of communication between public and non profit sector

· Technological and information support for disadvantage and endangered groups

Transport and Urban Mobility Basic Services 

· Integrated transport system preparation and development

· Implementation of public transport optimization projects  (models)

· Support of public transport information systems with emphasis on usage of GIS

Basic Service Delivery

· IT support for running public sector reengineering 

· Communication infrastructure improvement

· Basic service optimal navigation for public using web applications 

· E-Forms systems implementation and improvement, its back-office integration

· Data reengineering of public sector IS data architecture based on basic registry maximal usage

· Front and back-office systems improvement and its integration

· Support for public usage of electronic signature by maximizing supply of e-signature integrated services

· Implementation of CRM techniques and technologies

Some activities of IT department are involved in European programs, for example Prelude and TownTwinning (project LORIS).
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Prelude – project identifies the best practices and activities in IT over all Europe based on regional aspects. Vysočina in association with BMI are involved in work packages Basic service delivery Transport, Social and Health services.       

Loris – international ICT conference arranged as project of EU TownTwinning program
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EPUSA – project supporting basic service delivery on regional level. The data sources are “centralized database of Czech regions and municipalities, directory services, GIS integration as one of information sources of national public service portal – www.epusa.cz “
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Kevis – regional system serving for basic record-keeping typically of TOA services and simple accounting tasks – www.kevis.cz
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